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behind in production, this act reopened the
path.
Q: How did vaccine imports proceed
afterward?

Mokhber: Through direct talks between
President Raisi and the President of China,
Iran’s frozen assets were freed, and vaccine
imports began. We brought in 150 million
doses. By the end of 2021, COVID-related
deaths had significantly decreased. Iran
became one of the first countries to overcome
mass mortality from the virus.

Q: What was the state of the economy,
and how did the administration
respond?

Mokhber: Inflation had soared to nearly 60%,
liquidity growth reached 40.5%, we faced a
massive budget deficit of 455 trillion tomans,
and government debt to banks stood at 760
trillion tomans.

Through urgent, mid-term, and long-term
plans, inflation was reined in, and the
economy began to recover. The removal of
the preferential 4,200-toman exchange rate
was unavoidable—$48 billion had been spent
in just six months of 2021.

To support the people, we launched an
electronic ration card system for 60 million
Iranians and ensured access to 11 essential
goods at 2022 prices. Healthcare for
children under seven became free, six million
uninsured citizens received coverage, and
social welfare networks expanded.

Q: What about infrastructure and
development projects?

Mokhber: In water infrastructure, five
desalination and transfer pipelines from the
sea to central dry regions were initiated,
one of which is now operational. We also
began tapping deep aquifers in Sistan and
Baluchestan—an underground sea of fresh
water that could serve not only the region but
neighboring countries.

Seventy new docks were built, 27 productive
coastal cities and five agricultural hubs were
designed. One of these cities has already
been inaugurated.

In housing, we launched 1.87 million
residential units, inaugurated 375,000, and
allocated land for 415,000 units across more
than 1,000 cities. Additionally, 110,000 Mehr
housing units were completed.

oy el dugs wolgs 3,8l dolivgag /

In energy, we planned 8,000 megawatts of
combined-cycle power, 15000 megawatts
of solar energy, and 20,000 megawatts of
nuclear power—of which 2,000 megawatts
are underway.

Q: How would you assess
the government’s diplomatic
performance?

Mokhber: Active diplomacy was one of our
proudest achievements. President Raisi
reestablished ties with Saudi Arabia and even
Bahrain. Iran's membership in BRICS, the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and the
Eurasian Free Trade Agreement elevated our
global position.

The Bahraini Foreign Minister even proposed
resuming diplomatic ties during the Turkish
President’s inauguration, and that initiative
was being followed up.

Q: How did the country function after
President Raisi’s martyrdom?

Mokhber: The challenges were significant,
but under the Supreme Leader's guidance, the
state functioned without disruption. We held
a historic funeral with millions in attendance,
the Assembly of Experts and Parliament
stepped up swiftly, and a presidential election
was held within 50 days—with high public
participation.

Security threats also emerged. ISIS operatives
entered Iran, but our intelligence forces
detained most of them, ensuring the safety
of all ceremonies.

Sixty foreign delegations attended the funeral,
and all diplomatic protocols and security
arrangements were executed successfully.

Q: Finally, how do you see Iran’s
future?

Mokhber: New technologies are transforming
governance. Digital platforms have reduced
the regulatory authority of states. Yet, Iran—
blessed with young, talented people—has a
competitive advantage.

Our resources are limitless. By embracing
the mindset of blessing, we can elevate our
economy to a level where the world sees us
as a reliable power.

Martyr Raisi proved that with determination
and faith in God, no challenge is
insurmountable. We must continue his path
with strength and resolve.
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Martyr Raisi

Interview with Dr. Mohammad Mokhber

Advisor to the Supreme Leader and First Vice President under the Late President Raisi

At a time when the nation mourns the passing of a devoted and hardworking president,
we spoke with Dr. Mohammad Mokhber, Advisor to the Supreme Leader and First Vice
President in the administration of the late Ayatollah Raisi. In this exclusive interview, Dr.
Mokhber reflects on the intellectual foundation of the 13th government, the initial crises
it faced, the pivotal role of the Supreme Leader, and the steady management of the

country in the 70 days following the president’s martyrdom.
:

Q: Dr. Mokhber, from a broader
perspective, what ideological
foundation guided President Raisi’s
administration?

Mokhber: The world today is dominated
by two opposing mindsets: the mindset
of scarcity and the mindset of blessing.
The scarcity mindset assumes that Earth’s
resources are insufficient for the current
population and considers a portion of
humanity to be excess. This leads to despair,
deadlock, and even justifies wars and global
crises.

In contrast, the divine, blessing-oriented
mindset believes that resources will suffice
for all until the end of time. It fosters hope,
dismisses the notion of dead ends, and
empowers people to face challenges.
Martyr Raisi was the true embodiment of
this worldview. We never once saw him
confused, hopeless, or defeated in the face
of hardship. He approached every challenge
with confidence and faith.

Q: What was the condition of the
country when your government took
office?
Mokhber: The situation was dire. Nearly 700
to 750 people were dying from COVID-19 each
day. We were denied access to vaccines and

essential medicines. $180 million of Iran’s
funds in the COVAX program was blocked.
The U.S. had sanctioned raw materials and
even confiscated devices we had purchased
for mass vaccine production.

Despite these obstacles, domestic vaccine
production began, thanks to the ingenuity of
knowledge-based companies who reverse-
engineered the technology with limited
resources.

Q: How did the Supreme Leader
contribute during that critical time?

Mokhber: His role was decisive. One day,
a representative from his office came to us
and said, “The Leader wants to receive the
Barekat vaccine.” We were stunned. Although
| had administered the first dose to my
own daughter to build public trust, this was
different—his health is vital to the Islamic
world.

We advised him to choose Chinese vaccines
instead, which had undergone more trials, but
he firmly insisted: “No, Barekat.”

We accompanied the Minister of Health
and administered the vaccine. After that, all
sanctions against Barekat were lifted. Funds
were released, equipment was delivered, and
the Barekat Foundation was removed from
sanctions. Though we had fallen slightly
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Martyrof Service

Biography of Martyr Ebrahim Raisi

Ayatollah Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was born in December
1960 in a religious family in the Noughan district
of Mashhad, Iran. Raisi lost his father at the age of
five and was raised with strong religious and moral
teachings from an early age.

He began his primary and religious education in
Mashhad and, in 1975, moved to the Qom Seminary
to continue his studies at the Ayatollah Boroujerdi
School. There, he studied under renowned scholars
such as Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad Bager al-Sadr,
Ayatollah Meshkini, and Ayatollah Khamenei.

Raisi began his managerial and executive career in
Iran’s judiciary. In 1985, he was appointed as Deputy
Prosecutor of Tehran. Due to his success in resolving
complex legal cases, he was directly appointed by
Imam Khomeini to handle social and judicial issues
in several provinces, including Lorestan, Kermanshah,
and Semnan.

In March 2016, following the passing of Ayatollah
Vaez Tabasi, Raisi was appointed by the Supreme
Leader as the custodian of Astan Quds Razavi, the
administrative body managing the shrine of Imam
Reza®) in Mashhad. During his three-year tenure until
2019, he introduced wide-ranging reforms focused on
transparency, restructuring, and prioritizing services
for the underprivileged, pilgrims, and residents of
Mashhad. He was awarded the honorary title of
“Servant of Imam Reza®" for his efforts.

Feeling a sense of duty in the face of what he
described as a fatigued and sluggish executive
branch in the 2010s—one that he believed was
diminishing public hope in the future—Raisi entered
the 2021 presidential race. With the people’s vote, he
was elected President and added the leadership of
the executive branch to his record of public service.
His presidency was marked by efforts toward social
justice, economic resilience, and on-the-ground crisis
management. On the evening of Sunday, May 19,
2024, while returning from the inauguration ceremony
of the Qiz Qalasi Dam in northern East Azerbaijan,
President Raisi's helicopter crashed in the Varzagan
region. He, along with Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian and other accompanying officials, was
martyred in the crash.

Fittingly, on the eve of the birth anniversary of Imam
Ali ibn Musa al-Reza®), the soul of this “Servant of the
Nation” ascended while in the line of duty—earning
him the enduring title of «Martyr of Service», a man
of piety, perseverance, and unwavering dedication to
the people.
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MARTYR RAISI
SERVED ISLAM NONSTOP
The entire period that M: '
Raisi, this great, self—-sacr'
person held responsibilities
was totally dedicated;s{g se
Islam ni
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